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2013  -  Paul Emmett Award in Fundamental Catalysis 

 

We are pleased to announce that Professor 

Christopher W. Jones of the School of Chemical and 

Biomolecular Engineering at the Georgia Institute of 

Technology is the recipient of the 2013 Paul H. 

Emmett Award in Fundamental Catalysis, sponsored 

by the Grace Catalyst Technologies operating 

segment of W.R. Grace & Co. and administered by 

The North American Catalysis Society. The Award 

consists of a plaque and an honorarium of $5,000. 

The plaque will be presented during the closing 

banquet ceremonies at the 23rd NAM meeting in 

Louisville.  Professor Jones will also present a plenary 

lecture during conference. 

 

The Paul H. Emmett Award in Fundamental Catalysis 

is given in recognition of substantial individual contributions in the field of catalysis with 

emphasis on discovery and understanding of catalytic phenomena, proposal of catalytic 

reaction mechanisms and identification of and description of catalytic sites and species. 

More information on this award and the award process can be found at: 
http://www.nacatsoc.org/awards_desc.asp 

The award recognizes the contributions of Professor Christopher W. Jones to 

fundamental advances in catalysis at the interface between heterogeneous and 

homogeneous catalysis. Specifically, his studies of silica and polymer-supported Pd(II) 

pincer complexes unraveled their behavior in Heck and Suzuki coupling reactions, 

where the complexes were demonstrated to form soluble ligand-free species that 

catalyzed traditional Pd(0)-Pd(II) pathways. His group has also developed a family of 

supported metal-salen complex catalysts for enantioselective reactions, including 

cooperative epoxide ring-opening reactions and olefin cyclopropanation. This work has 

focused on the stability and deactivation of these catalysts and clarified degradation 

pathways, allowing the implementation of stabilization strategies to enhance catalyst 

turnovers.  
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